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believe that India was the fittest nation to enforce non-violent
action for regaining her freedom. In spite of signs to the
contrary, I have the hope that the whole mass of people,
who are more than the Congress, will respond only to non-
violent action. They are the readiest of all the nations of
the earth for such action. But when a case for immediate
application of the remedy presented itself before me, I could
not restrain myself from suggesting it to the Czechs for their
acceptance.
It is, however, open to the great powers to take it up
any day and cover themselves with glory and earn the
eternal gratitude of posterity. If they or any of them can
shed the fear of destruction, if they disarm themselves, they
will automatically help the rest to regain their sanity. But
then these great powers have to give up imperialistic am-
bitions and exploitation of the so-called uncivilized or semi-
civilized nations of the earth and revise their mode of life.
It means a complete revolution. Great nations can hardly
be expected in the ordinary course to move spontaneously
in a direction the reverse of the one they have followed and,
according to their notion of value, from victory to victory.
But miracles have happened before and may happen even
in this very prosaic age. Who can dare limit God's power
of undoing wrong?. One thing is certain. If the mad race
for armaments continues, it is bound to result in a
slaughter such as has never occurred in history. If there
is a victor left, the very victory will be a living death for
the nation that emerges victorious. There is no escape
from the impending doom save through a bold and un-
conditional acceptance of the non-violent method with all
its glorious implications. Democracy and violence can ill
go together. The States that are today nominally demo-
cratic have either to become frankly totalitarian or, if they
are to become truly democratic, they must become courage-
ously non-violent. It is a blasphemy to say that non-violence
can only be practised by individuals and never by nations
which are composed of individuals.
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